Text of “undergod”

Broad Image Description: 

The final poem consists of four yellow-colored oblong shapes which overlap one another. Where they overlap, the yellow deepens in color. In each of the smaller segments created by their overlapping, one to four words appears. All words are in lowercase and no punctuation exists anywhere in the poem.

Animation Description: 

The animation begins with a black background. The title, “Undergod” fades in. After a moment, everything fades out to white, and the text “a cross” appears on the screen. A snaking dotted line moves to the text, then doubles back. The dots of the line move across the line. After a moment, a slightly shaky yellow oblong shape appears, exposing some of the other words of the poem. Another shape appears soon after, exposing more words, and overlapping with the first shape. This continues until all the yellow shapes appear, and where three of them overlap, a red glowing circle appears at the base of the word “glowing,” where all the dots of the line had been headed to. Now, those dots begin to no longer leave from the red circle after reaching it, so the two directions of the line eventually run out of dots and no more dots appear at all. When no more dots appear on that line, the red circle disappears, and all that is left are the words of the poem and the slightly shaky yellow shapes

Poetry Text:

Note: The nature of this poem is to allow for readings that depend on directional choices made while reading. Someone might begin with one word and move down to the next word, then to the right for the next word. This is impossible to replicate here, so two lists follow. The first lists the words roughly by group while maintaining some form of legibility.  The second offers an alternative reading based on just one of the many possible paths a reader could choose to take. In both cases, the lists are written in sentence form rather than in the groups of one to four as they appear on the page. And in both cases, punctuation has been added for legibility.

Arrangement 1:

Light pouring like a body full of itself.

Light as feathers fall or fire ants—like summer, a cross glowing, leaves.

Light. Only light.

Arrangement 2, chosen at random:

Light pouring like a body full of ants across glowing leaves.

Light as feathers fall, or light only, like summer leaves.

Light only, like summer ants. A cross glowing.

Light.

Full word List:

1. light
2. pouring like
3. a body full of
4. itself
5. fire
6. ants
7. a cross glowing
8. light
9. as feathers fall or
10. like summer
11. leaves
12. light
13. only
14. light
