Text of “Transcendental Function”

Note: Beyond the title, there is no text visually displayed in this poem, though the original poem from Games for Children does display text. In this form, it is only expressed as audio. For the sake of clarity, the transcript of the reading is provided below.

Broad Image Description: 

The “final image” of the poem is a faded sin wave (a curving line like a cartoon drawing of water) over the drawing of the x and y axes of graph. The x-axis is longer, running almost the length of the video, and the vertical axis is much shorter., taking up only a quarter or less of the video. Both include both positive and negative values of the number line, and “ticks” where numbers would be are shown, but no numbers are listed. All other elements of the image are textual and are outlined in the text section.

Animation Description: 

The title, "A Transcendental Function," fades into a white background. After fading out, the text fades in in the order described in the Poetry Text section. The first couplet, fades in first, and just the sin wave fades in, faintly, just after. It moves like a wave across the screen, fading out at the edges. A second, short dark wave appears periodically, and the graph fades in as well. Finally, the entire animation fades to black.

Poetry Text:

Note: The manner in which the text is displayed in the poem when it is all visible makes it difficult to read in a traditional manner. The order of the text given below is only one way of reading it and is organized as it fades into the animation. 

he babbled to someone:
my father's voice anesthetized 

god

let him live
he believed

nothing

i need to let you go
