Text of “spell to trace a rainbow to its apogee”

Note: In some cases the text of the image is less far legible in the image than it appears here, even in its original static (non-video) form. 

Broad Image Description: 

The poem is a modern, minimalist representation of a firmament map (popular from the 8th century BCE to the 1st century ACE). A stack of three lines stretches in a curve at the bottom third of the map, below which is the quadratic equation. Above the stack of three lines are three orange starbursts painted in digital a water color. On two of them, curved text appears. On the third, the text is off-set, and the star appears faded and sloped down as if falling. Two faint blue curved lines appear in the upper portion of the map, and at the center of the map a couplet climbs the page (it has been rotated 90 degrees and stretches up from the stack of three lines). Faint lines of text at a slight angle slop from the quadratic equation up toward the upper right portion of the poem.

Animation Description: 

The animation begins with a black background. The title, “Spell to Trace a Rainbow to Its Apogee” fades in. Under the title, “—for trayvon who thought about being a pilot” fades in. This black screen fades into the image description outlined above. However, the background of the image is a deep blue with white stars. The circular parts of the text which are associated with stars spin quickly, and along the blue lines that curve across the upper portion of the poem, an occasional streak of blue will flash across from one side of the poem to the other. The slanted text floats up and away from the quadratic equation portion of the poem, and reappear over time when the ones that have floated off the page disappear. Very, very slowly, the text “Lord Al- at the top of the page moves slightly into frame.

Poetry Text:

Note: An attempt has been made at grouping text first my location (so that text that appears in one particular quadrant of the map appears all together) and second by hierarchy (so that text that is likely meant to be read all together is grouped together, and that text that is likely to be read first appears first). In the poem, the text is not formatted grammatically (there are no capitalized words for instance). That stylistic choice will be maintained here. Portions of the poem that are likely meant to be titles, subtitles, or labels are marked by an asterisk.

epigraph: for trayvon who thought about being a pilot

*heaven of heavens

lord al-

hard to stare too long / into each other’s eyes, which is god’s reasoning /
for multiplication and the stars /

your name is the place where angels land /

for you, the stars

*babble

god i love the way you say my name
when i am half asleep.

the firmament

your name equals don't be plus or minus the square root of be. times be minus say it for / the times! open parenthesis can i hear / someone say closed parenthesis open parenthesis he leads me in paths / of righteousness for his name's sake to the power of :to grasp things by the root closed parenthesis all over can i hear someone say can i hear someone say

i said i
say that
you better sing
i said the devil is a lie
mmm!
did you see the dragonfly?
okay
the color!
witness! 
