Text of “Line Dance for an American Textbook”

Note: In the original version, one very legible version of the poem exists. A second version of the poem can be read by following the line as they appear, but this version is technically unlikely to be legible without pausing the video and spending quite some time trying to read it.

Broad Image Description: 

The poem is 5 lines of text, described below. When the animation is complete, many lines, each set a different color, link one word to another. These lines are all numbered, and when read in order, they form a second poem comprised entirely of words from the first version of the poem.

Animation Description: 

The animation begins with the (black) text of the poem on the (white) screen. Above certain words, small superscript numbers appear from one through six. A line appears in red and draws a box around the word “my”, then a line from that box is drawn to the word “country,” with an arrow at the end of the line. Now a box is drawn around that word. And so on until lines snake around the entire image, always bending at right angles. At the moment country is pointed two, an extremely faint image of a barn dance appears in the background. An open door can be seen, and the people dancing all appear to have brimmed hats.

Poetry Text:

Initial Version:

blood is tougher to lift
from cotton than sorrow from a photo
i see the suspect country
of my grandfather i know almost nothing
but fear is this american history

Final Version:

1. my country almost is
2. tougher than i know
3. a suspect i see from fear
4. from blood sorrow
5. to the lift of history
6. grandfather cotton is nothing but this american photo
 
